
Part 4 – Standing Orders Proceedings and Business 

 

STANDING ORDERS RELATING TO PROCEEDINGS AND 

BUSINESS 
 
1. In this Standing Order: 

 
‘Cabinet’ and ‘Leader’ have the same meanings as ‘Executive’ and ‘Executive 
Leader’ have in Part 1A of the Local Government Act 2000; and 
 
‘plan or strategy’ and ‘working day’ have the same meaning as in the Local 
Authorities (Standing Orders) (England) Regulations 2001. 

 
2.  Where the Cabinet of the authority has submitted a draft plan or strategy to the 

authority for its consideration and, following consideration of that draft plan or 
strategy, the authority has any objections to it, the authority must take the 
action set out in paragraph 3. 

 
3.  Before the authority: 
 

(a) amends the draft plan or strategy; 

(b) approves, for the purpose of its submission to the Secretary of State or 
any Minister of the Crown for his approval, any plan or strategy (whether 
or not in the form of a draft) of which any part is required to be so 
submitted; or 

(c) adopts (with or without modification) the plan or strategy,  
 

it must inform the Leader of any objections which it has to the draft plan or 
strategy and must give to him instructions requiring the Cabinet to reconsider, 
in the light of those objections, the draft plan or strategy submitted to it. 

 
4.  Where the authority gives instructions in accordance with paragraph 3, it must 

specify a period of at least 5 working days beginning on the day after the date 
on which the Leader receives the instructions on behalf of the Cabinet within 
which the Leader may: 

 
(a)  submit a revision of the draft plan or strategy as amended by the Cabinet 

(the ‘revised draft plan or strategy’), with the Cabinet’s reasons for any 
amendments made to the draft plan or strategy, to the authority for the 
authority’s consideration; or 

(b)  inform the authority of any disagreement that the Cabinet has with any of 
the authority’s objections and the Cabinet’s reasons for any such 
disagreement. 

 
5.  When the period specified by the authority, referred to in paragraph 4, has 

expired, the authority must, when: 
 

(a)  amending the draft plan or strategy, or if there is one, the revised draft 
plan or strategy; 
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(b)  approving, for the purpose of its submission to the Secretary of State or 
any Minister of the Crown for his approval, any plan or strategy (whether 
or not in the form of a draft or revised draft) of which any part is required 
to be so submitted; or 

(c)  adopting (with or without modification) the plan or strategy,  
 

take into account any amendments made to the draft plan or strategy that are 
included in any revised draft plan or strategy, the Cabinet’s reasons for those 
amendments, any disagreement that the Cabinet has with any of the authority’s 
objections and the Cabinet’s reasons for that disagreement, which the Leader 
submitted to the authority, or informed the authority of, within the period 
specified. 

 
6.  Where, before 8 February in any financial year, the authority’s Cabinet submits 

to the authority for its consideration in relation to the following financial year: 
 

(a)  estimates of the amounts to be aggregated in making a calculation 
(whether originally or by way of substitute) in accordance with any of 
sections 31A, 31B, 34 to 36A, 42A, 42B, 45 to 49, 52ZF, 52ZJ, of the 
Local Government Finance Act 1992; 

(b)  estimates of other amounts to be used for the purposes of such a 
calculation; 

(c) estimates of such a calculation; or 

(d)  amounts required to be stated in a precept under Chapter IV of Part 1 of 
the Local Government Finance Act 1992, 

 
and following consideration of those estimates or amounts the authority has 
any objections to them, it must take the action set out in paragraph 7. 

 
7.  Before the authority makes a calculation (whether originally or by way of 

substitute) in accordance with any of the sections referred to in paragraph 6(a), 
or issues a precept under Chapter IV of Part 1 of the Local Government 
Finance Act 1992, it must inform the Leader of any objections which it has to 
the Cabinet’s estimates or amounts and must give to him instructions requiring 
the Cabinet to reconsider, in the light of those objections, those estimates and 
amounts in accordance with the authority’s requirements. 

 
8.  Where the authority gives instructions in accordance with paragraph 7, it must 

specify a period of at least 5 working days beginning on the day after the date 
on which the Leader receives the instructions on behalf of the Cabinet within 
which the Leader may: 

 
(a)  submit a revision of the estimates or amounts as amended by the Cabinet 

(‘revised estimates or amounts’), which have been reconsidered in 
accordance with the authority’s requirements, with the Cabinet’s reasons 
for any amendments made to the estimates or amounts, to the authority 
for the authority’s consideration; or 

(b)  inform the authority of any disagreement that the Cabinet has with any of 
the authority’s objections and the Cabinet’s reasons for any such 
disagreement. 
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9.  When the period specified by the authority, referred to in paragraph 8, has 

expired, the authority must, when making calculations (whether originally or by 
way of substitute) in accordance with the sections referred to in paragraph 6(a), 
or issuing a precept under Chapter IV of Part 1 of the Local Government 
Finance Act 1992, take into account: 

 
(a)  any amendments to the estimates or amounts that are included in any 

revised estimates or amounts; 

(b)  the Cabinet’s reasons for those amendments; 

(c)  any disagreement that the Cabinet has with any of the authority’s 
objections; and 

(d)  the Cabinet’s reasons for that disagreement,  

which the Leader submitted to the authority, or informed the authority of, within 
the period specified. 

 
10.  Immediately after any vote is taken at a budget decision meeting of an 

authority there must be recorded in the minutes of the proceedings of that 
meeting the names of the persons who cast a vote for the decision or against 
the decision or who abstained from voting. 

 

11.  In paragraph 10— 
 

(a)  “budget decision” means a meeting of the relevant body at which it— 
 

(i) makes a calculation (whether originally or by way of substitute) in 
accordance with any of sections 31A, 31B, 34 to 36A, 42A, 42B, 45 
to 49, 52ZF, 52ZJ of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 ; or 
 

(ii) issues a precept under Chapter 4 of Part 1 of that Act,  
 

and includes a meeting where making the calculation or issuing the 
precept as the case may be was included as an item of business on the 
agenda for that meeting; 

 
(b)  references to a vote are references to a vote on any decision related to 

the making of the calculation or the issuing of the precept as the case 
may be. 


